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Flintshire community calls for police answers on shooting of bull 

 This story courtesy of the Flintshire Chronicle June 6th 2008

ON FRIDAY, November 16, last year North Wales Police shot dead a bullock which had escaped from Mold Market. The bullock had run from the town’s market after clearing a 6ft barrier before running toward Denbigh Road, where it managed to jump into a field.

Police marksmen came to the conclusion the animal was dangerous and shot it.

During the incident, a bullet smashed through an office window of AGS Security Systems on Denbigh Road, next door to a conference room where eight people were involved in a meeting.

By pure chance, due to the meeting in an adjacent office, no-one was in the room at the time and the bullet struck the far wall causing damage.

As Delyn MP and justice minister David Hanson put it: "The consequences could have been devastating."

At the time, North Wales Police said it was unable to comment as the incident was subject of an inquiry. The Chronicle has waited patiently for that inquiry to be concluded and for senior officers to explain what went wrong. Now, more than six months on, North Wales Police will only say the inquiry is complete and that "procedures were followed".

This was a serious, potentially catastrophic, but wholly preventable incident. North Wales Police must now be open and provide the Flintshire public with answers to what are legitimate and reasonable concerns. However, the force now says the investigation found the damage to the window had been the result of one of the shots ricocheting from the ground.

It says operating procedures had been followed. But it refuses to tell us or our sister paper The Daily Post:  Why the calf was shot when it was in a field and apparently calming down;

Who took the decision to shoot the animal and whether a vet consulted ??;

What went so wrong that a bullet left the scene and smashed through the office window ?;

Why officers did not manoeuvre so they were shooting toward open fields and not in a direction where a bullet could potentially ricochet toward a building?;

Whether the officers concerned, who have not been disciplined, are still on firearms duty ?; and

If they can reassure the public this will never happen again.

The matter was referred to the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) before being passed to North Wales Police to carry out its own investigation.

A spokesman for the IPCC, David Nicholson, said: "This incident was referred to us on November 19 and it was decided it should be dealt with as a local investigation by the North Wales force.
"We felt it was appropriate it should be dealt with locally because if there was any learning to come out of the incident it would be for the force to deal with. It was not the sort of thing where we would need to alert other forces."

This week, Delyn MP David Hanson said: "This was a very serious incident in which a young bullock was destroyed by armed police officers. The fact a bullet ricocheted through a nearby window is clearly a concern as the consequences could have been devastating. An internal review has concluded procedures were followed and there will be no disciplinary action taken. I have written to North Wales Police asking for details of the review and further information about the incident”.

"Perhaps more importantly, I am looking for assurances that the necessary steps have been taken to ensure such an incident does not happen again."
AGS Security Systems company director Jonathan Turner says he had not made a formal complaint about the incident. 

But he said two police officers visited him after the internal investigation. Mr Turner said they explained the stray bullet had traces of soil and mud on it. This suggested it had struck the ground before ricocheting and travelling through the window into the office, where it lodged in the wall.

The PPP comments… This issue must not be allowed to go away… . the whole incident smacks of incompetence at the policy making & incident management levels and with many detailed aspects of the actual use of the firearms. The amateur video shot at the time showed the animal standing still in the field within close range of the armed officers BUT at least one bullet still missed the target. These eye witness statements indicated the over reaction and chaos before and after! …. “There were about seven or eight police officers in the field and they closed the road. “The bullock was standing in the field on its own. It didn’t seem to be doing anything, it was just standing there. The police had a huge gun with them and I heard two gun shots being fired, then saw the bull lying on the floor and it was shot again. I saw two officers carrying rifles

“Later I went into the office next door to find the window had been shot through. I looked at a mark on the wall and found the bullet on the floor, a lump of steel, and that was when I telephoned the police. We had the police here, all kinds of police, CID and crime scenes, even the police helicopter.

ALSO it is not an isolated incident of incompetent use of firearms against animals. Our bulletin at the time of the incident noted the other incidents and described the correct procedure for the safe and humane killing of a ‘dangerous’ animal.

The IPCC as usual has proved to be useless. What went wrong here must be of interest to every rural constabulary. What do our neighbouring Welsh constabularies do in such cases ?. The MPs, AMs and PA members for Flintshire must investigate and report back to their constituents at a public meeting. The PPP will ensure that Justice Minister David Hanson will be held accountable should any similar incident occur in the future.

We are also aware of a number of strange incidents involving officers carrying side arms. At Christmas officers armed with automatic weapons were patrolling Llandudno Stores. One can imagine the carnage if such weapons were used in a crowded shopping area.
This letter, Chester Chronicle Friday 13th June, from a retired Police Officer echoes our concerns :-

DID POLICE HAVE TO SHOOT CALF?
There needs to be a full and in depth inquiry into the shooting of a calf by North Wales Police near the Synthite complex in Mold.
Anyone with any experience of farming knows if the animal escapes the trick is to allow some of its mates out to join the escapee, leave them to settle then send them quietly back to where they came from.
How on earth a calf can be a threat to anyone, especially one in a field that could be secured, is a question the public needs an answer to.
Clearly NWP has a shoot to kill policy at every incident. Recently a bullock was shot on the A55 after escaping from a field.
Again this incident could have been solved by consulting the farming community rather than shooting a terrified animal.

The farmers are experts, not gun happy, bored coppers who seek every incident they can deploy to live ammunition.
I have been told each deployment of firearms is used by NWP as an exercise for training purposes.
This incident in Mold deserves a major inquiry for public consumption and the entire policy of NWP firearms deployment and actions need closer scrutiny.
At the moment it is like the entire running of the force, a total shambles. Eventually an innocent person will be shot.
MIKE GRIFFITHS
Retired police officer
North Wales Police 
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